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Many infidels and skeptics have used this apparent in-
consistency as evidence for the allegorical ormythological
nature of the early Genesis record, in opposition to plain
historicity as advocated by biblical conservatives. While
it is true the Bible is not specific on thismatter, there is no
difficulty in suggesting a reasonable solution that does no
violence to the interpretationofScripture.
Themostcommonsolution is topropose thatCainmar-

ried anear relative�perhapsa sister. Initially thismayseem
like a radical idea, but aswewill note, it is themost realis-
ticoption.Weare told in specific terms thatAdamandEve
had three sons�Cain,Abel, and later, Seth. However, we
also are told that Adam was the father of �other sons and
daughters�(Genesis5:4).EvehadborneCainandAbelsoon
after leavingEden (Genesis4:1-2), but shecouldhavehad
other children between their birth and Abel�s death, and
between thatmurder and thebirthofSeth. In anycase, one
femaleoffspringcouldhavebecomeCain�swife sometime
later. [Somehave inquired as towhether or notCain could
have married someone else, not of Adam and Eve�s fam-
ily�viz., awomanofotherpeoplewhomGodhadcreated.
In lightofScripture, this isnotapossibility.TheBiblemakes
it plain (Genesis 3:20) that Eve was to be the �mother of
all living� (emp. added). IfAdamwas the firstman (1Co-
rinthians15:45), and ifEvewas tobe themotherofall, then
it is clear that therewereno�otherpeople� forCain tomarry.
The population of theEarth camedirectly through the lin-
eage of Adam and Eve.] There would have been no short-
ageofpotentialmates.Aglanceat therapidlygrowingpopu-
lation of the antediluvian world (Genesis 4-6) shows that
thepeopleof those timeswere extremelyprodigious; they
apparently took seriouslyGod�s command to �be fruitful,
andmultiply� (Genesis1:28)!
Manypeople immediatelyseeaproblemwithmarriages

that must, of necessity, be incestuous in nature. However,
in those early days of Earth�s history, mankind obviously
wasmuchmore physically robust than is the case currently
(cf. Genesis 5:3ff.). [NOTE: The physical vigor of the pa-
triarchs is attested by the fact that KingAbimelechwanted
Sarah for his harem�even at her age of ninety (Genesis
20:2; 17:17).]And it is clear thatmarriages between those
of close kinwere not all that unusual. AbrahamandSarah
were half-brother and -sister (Genesis 20: 12).Moreover,
Isaac andRebekahwere second cousins (Genesis 22:20ff.;
24:4), and Jacob was wed to the daughters of Laban, his
mother�sbrother(Genesis24:43),hence, tohisfirstcousins.

Incest itselfwas outlawed onlywith the coming of the
Mosaic covenant (Leviticus 18). [Observe, however, that
even in patriarchal times such incestuous acts as that en-
gaged inbyLot andhisdaughterswere stronglycondemned
(Genesis 19:30ff.).] There was no need for strict laws on
marriage partners in the early PatriarchalAge (apart from
the divine �oneman, onewoman, for life� institution), and
for at least onegood reason: during this time,manwas in a
relativelypure state, at least physically, having left not long
before the perfect condition in which he was created, and
theGarden that had sustainedhis life.AdamandEve could
have lived forever had it not been for their corruption by
sin, and their consequent expulsion from Eden (Genesis
3:1-6).Hence,noharmfulgenetic traitshademergedat that
point that could have been expressed in the offspring of
closely related partners.However, aftermanygenerations,
(andespecially after theNoahicFlood�Genesis 6-9), so-
lar and cosmic radiation, chemical andviralmutagens, and
DNAreplicationerrors, led to themultiplicationofgenetic
disorders.GodprotectedHispeoplebyinstitutingstrict laws
against incestuous marriages in the eighteenth chapter of
Leviticus. Needless to say, more genetic disorders have
arisen in theworld population since the timeofMoses, and
thus it is even more important today to avoid marrying a
close relative. Christianity thus far has insured that such
rules have been carried forward into modern laws in the
westernworld.
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