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NEBRASKA MAN
The June 24, 1922 IllustratedLondonNews

presentedon its front cover amanandawoman
that had been fabricated from a single tooth.
The artist even incorporated into the drawings
of this alleged �missing link� imaginary sur-
roundingsandclothing.HenryFairfieldOsborn,
head of the department of paleontology atNew
York�s famed American Museum of Natural
History, received the tooth and was prepared
toenter itasevidenceat the1925Scopes�Mon-

key� trial.However, by1927, scien-
tists had concluded (somewhat be-
grudgingly) that, in fact, the tooth
was that of a species of Prosthen-
nops�an extinct genus related to
themodernpeccary (awildpig).No
missing linkhere.

PILTDOWNMAN
In 1912, Charles Dawson, a medical doctor and amateur pale-

ontologist, discoveredamandibleandaportionofaskull inagravel
pit at Piltdown,England.Arthur SmithWoodward, director of the
NaturalHistoryMuseumofLondon,announced the findas the�miss-
ing link.�The jawboneappearedvery simian-
like except for the teeth,which seemed to
show the type ofwear expected of hu-
mans. In 1953, PiltdownManwas ex-
posed as a forgery.The skullwas hu-
man, and the teethon theape�s jawhad
been intentionally fileddownandbio-
chemically treated tomake themappear
old. This deception did farmore than dupe
a fewevolutionists, however.Thewholeworldwas
taken in.Museumsworldwide proudly displayed cop-
ies and photographs of the Piltdown remains. For forty years this
�find� was pronounced as the ape-like ancestor to modern man.
But itwas just a fraud.Nomissing linkhere.

ORCE MAN
In1982, a teamof threeCatalan archaeologists, headedbypro-

fessor JoséGibert, were digging near the village ofOrce in Spain.
During their dig, they uncovered an unusual bone fragment.Ayear

later, theyannounced that the fragmentbe-
longed to a human child�causing an up-
roar in the evolutionary community. This
discoveryplacedhumans inEuropemuch
earlier than evolutionists had ever pre-
dicted. Basedon this find, someover-ea-
ger scientists reconstructed an entire hu-
man. Orce Man, as the find came to be
known,wassaid to represent theoldesthu-
manfossileverdiscoveredinEurope.Later,
to the embarrassment of many, the bone

was identified as the skull cap of a 6-month-old donkey!Nomiss-
ing linkhere.

RHODESIAN MAN
This famous skeletonwas found in 1921 in a zincmine inwhat

was then British Rhodesia in southern Africa. The find consisted
of the bones of three or four individuals: aman, awoman, and one
or twochildren.Unfortunately, the boneswere extracted from their
surroundings by the mining company, not
experienced scientists. After the bones
reached the BritishMuseum of Natu-
ral History, they were reconstructed
and displayed prominently for many
years. Unfortunately, museum em-
ployees who were unfamiliar with
human anatomy reconstructed this
�ape-man.�Since thehipboneswere
smashed, the designers fashioned this fos-
sil asbeingstoopedover. Itwasn�tuntilmanyyears later,
when anatomists examined the skeleton, that it was deter-
mined tobenothingmore thanamodernman.Nomissing linkhere.

JAVA MAN
This �missing link�was classified as amember ofHomo erec-

tus, the group of creatures that was supposed to have given rise to
Homo sapiens (humans). Eugene Dubois had gone to the former
Dutch Indies as a health officer in 1887 to search for fossils. Later,
in 1890, theDutch anatomist focused his attention on the banks of
the Solo River near the village of Trinil.
Excavators discovered ahuman-like
fossilized tooth inSeptember1891.
Onemonth later, they uncovered
the upper part of a skull.Abouta
year later, the team discovered
a thigh bone in the same sand-
stone layers,about fifteenmeters
upstream. Despite additional ex-
cavations, the teamdid not discover
anything else except one tooth. As it turns out, the leg bone and
teethwere, in fact, human.However, the skullcap eventuallywas
shown tobe fromagiantgibbon (amonkey).Nomissing linkhere.
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