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How do I respond when I am asked the question
�WheredidGodcomefrom?�
This question often is asked by sincere, well-mean-

ing people. It rarely is far from theminds of youngsters
as well. On occasion, it is asked in the creation/evolu-
tion debate by those who deny God�s existence. When
pressed to explain where the matter/energy of the Uni-
verse originated, the atheistmore often than not responds
with the statement, �You tell mewhereGod came from
and I�ll tell you where matter/energy came from.� The
atheist intends for this response toproducea�stalemate�
that will prevent him from having to answer the ques-
tion of the origin of matter/energy. He reasons thusly:
�Christians cannot answer the question of the origin of
God; therefore I will not have to answer the question of
theoriginofmatter/energy.�
This attempt at subterfuge will not work, however.

First, theatheist is comparing, touseacolloquial expres-
sion, �applesandoranges.�He isequatingmatter/energy
(something proven to require an origin in time/space)
withGod(Whohasnoorigin).Theatheist thus is equat-
ing the non-eternal and temporal (matter/energy) with
the eternal (God). That is both illogical and impossible.
Such a comparison (in terms of �origin�) has no valid-
ity.Second, asa resultofhismistake, theatheisthasposed
what is termed in philosophical terms a �nonsensical�
question.That is tosay,hehasaskedaquestion thatmakes
no sense, and as everyone knows, nonsensical questions
cannot be answeredbecauseof that very fact�theymake
no sense. The atheist has asked, �Where did God come
from?� This, of course, implies that God �came from�
somewhere�that is,Hehadanorigin.Butbydefinition,
God is eternal. He has no origin, because eternal enti-
ties do not have origins; they are eternal. Not only has
the atheist erred inmaking an invalid comparison (eter-
nal vs. temporal), but healsohas erred in ascribing some
kind of �origin� to an eternal entity (God). God did not
�comefrom�anywhere,nor isHe�going to�anywhere.
Thatwould posit an origin, and possibly an end, forGod
when, in fact,Hehasneither.
TheScriptures speak clearly toGod�s eternal nature.

Deuteronomy 33:27 speaks of �the eternal God.� The
psalmist referred toGodasHewho is�fromeverlasting

toeverlasting� (90:2). Isaiahobserved that it isGodWho
inhabits eternity (57:15). In Psalm 102:24, the writer
spoke of theEarth andheavens, and noted that �they shall
perish,but thoushalt endure.... [T]hyyearshavenoend.�
God Himself told Moses, �I AM THAT I AM� (Exodus
3:14)�the formula for self-existence. God is the Eter-
nal OneWho always has existed, andWho always will
exist. He lives in the ever-present. Onemay not describe
God legitimately as aBeingWho�hasbeen�or �will be�;
rather, He is described as without beginning or end,
therebyprecludingany�origin.�Likewise,Hehasnodes-
tiny. How, then, can one ask the question, �Where did
God come from?� It is�in the truest sense of theword
�anonsensical question. It is right andproper to inquire
regarding theoriginofmatter/energy (or anyother tem-
poral, non-eternal entity), because such entities do, in
fact, have origins. But one cannot inquire logically re-
garding the origin of an entity that is defined as eternal,
for suchaquestion ismeaningless.Granted, finiteminds
struggle to understand completely the infinite. But that
is whyGod gave us HisWord. If we �rightly divide the
word of truth,� we will find that it contains �all things
that pertain unto life and godliness� (2 Timothy 2:15; 2
Peter1:3).
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